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Pope Francis has called Charismatic Renewal “a current of grace of the Holy Spirit 
being poured out for the renewal of the Church in our time.”  On Pentecost Sunday 
2019 Pope Francis confirmed his initiative to form CHARIS (Catholic Charismatic 
International Services), a new international service organism, for all expressions of 
Charismatic Renewal, and a means to promote the “current of grace” of Charismatic 
Renewal throughout the Church.  The Statutes for CHARIS approved by the Pope 
state: “CHARIS promotes and strengthens communion among all Charismatic realities, 
fostering a sense of the worldwide family of Catholic Charismatic Renewal.”  Since 
CHARIS has been erected by the Holy See, as part of the “Dicastery for Laity, Family 
and Life,” it has the right and calling “to help deepen and promote the grace of baptism 
in the Holy Spirit throughout the Church…to promote the exercise of charisms not only 
in Catholic Charismatic Renewal but also in the whole Church.”  Fr. Awi from the 
Dicastery has stated that the pope’s placing CHARIS within the Dicastery “is a strong 
gesture by the pope that he wants to integrate the renewal, to say, the renewal is 
church, and that baptism in the Spirit belongs to the church in the way that charity 
belongs to the church.” 
 

The term “baptism in the Holy Spirit” was first used by John the Baptist to describe 

the coming messiah who would “baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (Mt 3:11; Mk 1:8;  
Lk 3:16).  Before Jesus ascends into heaven he states that “in a few days you will be 
baptized in the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5).  In a book called “Baptism in the Holy Spirit” 
which was approved by the Pope Francis and the Vatican, it states, “Baptism in the 
Spirit is a life transforming experience of the love of God the Father poured into one's 
heart by the Holy Spirit, received through a surrender to the lordship of Jesus Christ. It 
brings alive  sacramental baptism and confirmation, deepens communion with God 
and with fellow  Christians, enkindles evangelistic fervor and equips a person with 
charisms (spiritual gifts) for service and mission."  It is an adult affirmation of our 
Baptismal graces where we commit ourselves to be a disciple of Jesus, and ask for  
the Holy Spirit to be our daily Advocate who deepens our love and holiness, and 
empowers us with spiritual gifts (charisms) for evangelization and ministry. 
 

Charismatic Renewal developed an evangelistic program, usually called “Life in the 
Spirit Seminars,” to share the basic gospel message of God’s love; commitment to 
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior; living as a daily disciple of Jesus; being renewed 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit with courage and charisms (gifts).  Each person has 
an opportunity to make a renewed commitment to Jesus and the Holy Spirit, and to 
receive prayer for the experience of baptism in the Spirit.  They are then encouraged 
to live a lifestyle in union with the Holy Spirit within the Church. 
 

Pope Francis has encouraged us to make the role of charismatic renewal better known 
in the Church, since it is a “current of grace” that is meant to benefit everyone in the 
Church.  Archbishop Gustavo has consecrated our Archdiocese to the Holy Spirit.  He 
has encourage us at the Center to help parishes to understand better the role of the 
Holy Spirit, and help to develop evangelistic prayer groups in parishes.  The goal is for 
all Catholics to be guided and empowered by the Holy Spirit for ministry within the 
Church. 
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El Papa Francisco se ha referido a la Renovación Carismática como “una corriente de 
gracia que el Espita Santo está derramando para la renovación de la iglesia en 
nuestro tiempo.”  En el Domingo de pentecostés de este año, el Papa Francisco 
confirmo su iniciativa de formar CHARIS (Catholic  Charismatic International Services), 
un nuevo organismo internacional para asistir en todas las necesidades de la 
renovación carismática, y como un medio para promover en toda la Iglesia la  
“corriente de gracia” que es la renovación carismática.  El Papa nos dice en los 
Estatutos de CHARIS  que: “CHARIS promueve y fortalece la comunión entre todas 
las realidades carismáticas haciendo de la renovación carismática una gran familia a 
nivel mundial.  Porque CHARIS ha sido implementado por el Vaticano como manera 
de agrupar (Dicastery) a los miembros seculares en un estilo de Familia y Vida,” tiene 
el derecho de calificarse como un llamado a profundizar y promover la gracia del 
bautismo en el Espíritu Santo a través de toda la Iglesia y a promover el uso de los 
carismas, no tan solo dentro de la renovación carismática, sino en toda la iglesia.” 
Padre Awi del Dicastery ha dicho que al poner a CHARIS dentro del Dicastery, el Papa 
Francisco esta enfatizando la importancia de la Renovación Carismática y de cómo él 
quiere que el bautismo en el Espíritu pertenezca a toda la Iglesia de la misma manera  
como la caridad pertenece a toda la Iglesia.” 
 

El término “bautismo en el Espíritu” fue usado primero por Juan el Bautista para 
describir la venida del mesías el cual “te bautizaría en el Espíritu Santo” (Mt 3:11; 
Mk1:8; Lk3:16) Antes que Jesús ascendiera al cielo el dijo que: “en unos cuantos días 
serás bautizado en el Espíritu Santo” (Hechos 1:5). 
 

En un libro titulado “Bautismo en el Espíritu Santo,” el cual ha sido aprobado por el 
Papa Francisco y el Vaticano, dice, “Bautismo en el Espíritu es una experiencia 
transformadora por el amor que Dios, el Padre, derrama en nuestros corazones, por 
medio del Espíritu, al entregarnos al señorío del Jesucristo; nos despierta  a una vida 
sacramental del bautismo y la confirmación, profundizando nuestra comunión con Dios 
y con nuestros hermanos cristianos; renueva nuestro fervor evangelistero y nos da  
carismas (regalos espirituales) para ministerios de servicio.” Es una afirmación, como 
adultos, de la Gracia Bautismal cuando nos consagramos a ser discípulos de Jesús 
permitiendo ser empoderados con carismas por el Espíritu Santo y depender de el 
cómo nuestro guía y consejero para vivir en amor y santidad y en servicio 
evangelizador. 
 

La Renovación Carismática ha desarrollado un programa evangelistero, usualmente 
llamado “Seminarios de Vida en el Espíritu” para compartir el mensaje básico del amor 
de Dios; el compromiso con Jesucristo nuestro Señor y Salvador de vivir diariamente 
como sus discípulos; siendo renovados y empoderados con valor y carismas (regalos). 
Cada persona tiene la oportunidad de renovar su compromiso con Jesús y el Espíritu 
Santo, y de recibir oración para experimentar el bautismo en El Espíritu y así poder 
vivir en un estilo de unión con el Espíritu Santo en la Iglesia. 
 

El Papa Francisco nos está animado a hacer que la renovación carismática sea mejor 
conocida en la Iglesia, puesto que es una “corriente de gracia” que beneficia a todos 
en la Iglesia.  El Arzobispo Gustavo ha consagrado a la Arquidiócesis de San Antonio 
al Espíritu Santo.  Además está animando al Centro a ayudar a las parroquias a 
entender mejor el rol que el Espíritu Santo tiene y a ayudarles a crear grupos de 
oración evangelizadores en cada una de las parroquias.  La meta es que todos los 
católicos sean guiados y empoderados por el Espíritu Santo para un ministerio dentro 
de la Iglesia. 
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Back to the Basics 
 

As Fr. Bob says on Page 2, “We need to learn how to better explain this ‘current of grace,’ charismatic 
renewal, to our priests and to all those in the Catholic Church, and all those the Lord is calling us to 
evangelize.  We will be explaining Pope Francis teaching throughout the Archdiocese.” To that end we will be 
publishing Chapter 6 of his book, “Celebrating a Charismatic Jubilee”, over the next few issues as one means 
to help us be better prepared. Enjoy! - Dan Dúet, Asst. Director 
 

(continued from last month) 
 

Life in the Spirit Seminars 
A method of preparing people for baptism in the Spirit was developed in the Renewal that is most 
commonly called “The Life in the Spirit Seminar.” The Seminar involves: 
 

● Creating an atmosphere of song and praise of God that helps to open people to God’s presence; 
 

● Teaching the basic gospel message; 
 

● Personal testimonies of people whose lives have been transformed through baptism in the Spirit; 
 

● Small groups that discuss and share about the message of the presentations; 
 

● An opportunity to renew the promises of the sacrament of Baptism, and receive prayer for 
baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit recommends that the formation for baptism in the Spirit includes these 
components, which focus on the basic gospel message (pp 79-85): 
 

1. The Love of God the Father: God’s personal, unconditional, tender love for each person, which 
surpasses anything we could earn or deserve. 

 

2. The Lordship of Jesus: Commitment to Jesus as Savior and Lord, and becoming his disciple. 
 

3. The Power of the Holy Spirit: Understanding the role of the Spirit in our lives; how we are 
transformed by the working of the Spirit; and how to be led by the Spirit. 

 

4. Repentance, Forgiveness and Spiritual Battle: Being saved and set free by Jesus from the effects 
of personal sin, wounds caused by others, evil spirits, sickness, and death. 

 

5. The Charisms (Spiritual Gifts): The gifts that empower us for evangelization and ministry, building 
up the body of Christ. 

 

6. Continued Growth in the Life of the Spirit: Prayer, Scripture reading, the sacraments, Church 
teaching, service, and being part of a faith sharing community. 

 

7. Mission: Evangelization and sharing in the mission of the Church. 
 

The Life in the Spirit Seminar is a tool for evangelization that can lead to a deepening of the 
experience of the Holy Spirit in a person’s life. Prayer for baptism in the Spirit is most fruitful when 
the leaders of the seminar have good pastoral formation, and when the process of the seminar, 
and its follow up, includes sound formation and integration into the life of the Church (p 77). 
 

Prayer for baptism in the Spirit usually takes place at the fifth or sixth session after the basic gospel 
message has been covered, and when people have had time to grow through prayer, teaching, and 
discussion. People are encouraged to have “dispositions of trust, peace, simplicity and joy” (p 85). 
There is an opportunity for the renewal of baptismal promises and a prayer of personal 
commitment to Jesus Christ. Individual prayer for baptism in the Spirit is usually accompanied by 
the gesture of laying hands on the person’s head or shoulder. Cardinal Paul Josef Cordes in his 
book, Call to Holiness, explains: “The laying on of hands is not a sacramental rite, although the 
gesture is often present in the celebration of the Sacraments. It is, rather, an everyday gesture that 
the Judeo-Christian Tradition has always known and practiced” (p 86). 
 

(continued on next page) 



October  2019 - Page 5 

(continued from previous page) 
 

The prayer for individuals is marked by simplicity and expectant faith in Jesus’ promises that God 
wants to give us more of the gift of the Holy Spirit. Each person’s experience of being prayed over to 
be baptized in the Holy Spirit can vary widely: 
  

 For some, there is intense emotion, sometimes of joy accompanied by tears. Some 
 have an overwhelming sense of God’s love; others a deep sense of peace; some have 
 no discernable reaction at all. In some, there is an immediate manifestation of 
 charisms; in others, there is not. Some experience spiritual changes later, in the 
 days or weeks following the prayer (p 87). 
 

Over time, the characteristics of baptism in the Spirit that we described earlier begin to manifest 
themselves in a person’s life. 

(to be continued in next month’s issue) 
 

[Editors note: Fr. Bob’s book, “Celebrating a Charismatic Jubilee” is available at the CCCR 
Bookstore located at 1707 S. Flores St. We are in the light yellow 2-story building] 

OLPH (Selma) PG is BACK!!! 
 

After a year-long hiatus, the Spirit of the 
Lord Prayer Group at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help (OLPH) in Selma has resumed 
meeting as of October 3rd. 
 

For many years the group met on Friday 
nights. Now the group has switched to 
Thursday nights to better fit with members’ 
schedules. 
 

The group welcomes anyone to attend on 
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 
7:00 pm in Room 208 of the Pastoral 
Center, located at 16075 N. Evans Rd, 
Selma, TX 78154. Check them out! 
 
Speaking of the OLPH Prayer Group, the PG 
Leader, Karen Adams, is our new Publicity 
Coordinator for the entire CCR. 
 

She will prepare announcements and news 
from all Prayer Groups who submit 
information to her. The primary means of 
publicizing what the Holy Spirit is 
accomplishing in our Renewal and in the 
Archdiocese via the website, newsletter, 
and email announcements from Fr. Hogan. 
 

Please take advantage of this great 
opportunity to advertise and announce all 
the good things happening with your group.  
 

Karen Adams: kadams6@gmail.com  

A Chuckle from Church Bulletins  

● Next Sunday is the family hayride and bonfire 
at the Fowlers.  Bring your own hot dogs and 
guns.  Friends are welcome!  
 

● Smile at someone who is hard to love.  Say 
“hell” to someone who doesn’t care much about 
you. 
 

● The agenda was adopted…the minutes were 
approved…the financial secretary gave a grief 
report. 
 

● Attend and you will hear an excellent speaker 
and heave a healthy lunch. 
 

● A new loudspeaker system has been installed 
in the church.  It was given by one of our 
members in honor of his wife. 
 

● Glory of God to all and peas to his people on 
earth. 
 

● Next Friday we will be serving hot gods for 
lunch. 
 

● Lent is that period for preparing for Holy Weed 
and Easter. 
 

● My joke is easy and my burden is light. 
 

● Childcare provided with reservations. 
 

● When parking on the north side of the church, 
please remember to park on an angel. 
 

● The Spring Council Retreat will be hell May 10 
and 11. 
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Thanks to your support our Upper Room is now multi-media enabled! In addition 
to providing additional resources for teaching and workshops, we can watch faith-

themed movies together! In addition to FOOD, FELLOWSHIP, and FUN, this will also 
be a fundraiser with donations going toward the continued renovation of this room as 
well as the Dining Room across the hall. Here’s the rundown: 
 

Sunday, October 20 
 

      4:00pm - Setup and Fellowship 

      5:00pm - *Pot Luck Dinner 
      6:00pm - MOVIE: “War Room” 
      8:00pm - Dessert and Discussion 

      9:00pm - Clean Up and Exit 
 

“War Room” - is a very emotional, compelling Christian movie about spiritual warfare, 
in a story about a married couple having problems. With great jobs, a beautiful 
daughter and a dream house, the Jordans seem to have it all. Appearances can be 
deceiving, however, as husband Tony flirts with temptation and wife Elizabeth  
becomes increasingly bitter, crumbling under the strain of a failing marriage. Their lives 
take an unexpected turn for the better when Elizabeth meets her newest client, Miss 
Clara, who encourages the couple to find happiness through prayer. A powerful 
testament to intercessory prayer, faith, and courage. 
 

*Bring something to share! A main dish, a side dish, chips/dip, bread, dessert, salad. 
We will provide water and tea. If you’d prefer soda or juice bring some along. 
 

NOTE: To continue the renovation of this room and the Dining Room across the hall, 
we will take up a free-will love offering prior to the start of the movie. While $10 per 
person is a suggested donation (price of movie ticket), please just follow the prompting 
of the Holy Spirit and offer what you are able to. Thank you! 
 

If your prayer group would like to use this room contact Dan at 210-241-4252 for info. 
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Subscription/Renewal Order 
 

  

I want to subscribe/renew for:  _____ 1 year: $10        _____ 2 years: $20        Other: $____________ 
 

 Name: __________________________________________________ 
   

 Address: ________________________________________________ Phone #: ______________________ 
   

 City: ______________________State _________  Zip: ___________ 
 

Please make checks payable to: CCCR and mail your payment to 1707 S. Flores, SA, TX   78204 

 

OR VISA / Mastercard: #        Exp. Date: ________ 

November 08 - Night of Renewal 
7:00pm - 9:00pm 

St. Paul Community Center 
1201 Donaldson Ave. 

 

November 16 - Annual “Pray, Shop, Eat” Event 
11:00am - 3:00pm 

See information on cover 
 

December 07 - Washing of the Hands Mass 
10:00am at St. Henry’s (next to the Center) 

Reception to follow. 
 

Never too early to mark that calendar!! 

March 13-14, 2020 - SA Regional Conference 
"Signs and Wonders for Ordinary Disciples" 

Our two primary speakers will be 
Dr. Mary Healy and Victoria (Tori) Harris. 

 

You. Do. Not. Want. To. Miss. This. Conference!!!! 

Regularly Scheduled CCCR-Hosted Prayer Groups, Masses, Events 

 

 Monday/Lunes 

10am-12pm ‘Miracle Hour Rosary Group’ (Bilingual) - Chapel 
- Laura Montoya (210-237-9826) or Mary Gonzales (210-518-9472) 
 

7:00pm ‘Flame of Love’ Martin Family Music Ministry (Bilingual) 
   *Every 3rd Monday: Healing Mass in St. Henry’s Church 

- Isabel Martin (210-749-6335) 
 

Tuesday/Martes 

10:30am Mass (Praise/Worship begins at 10:00) 
   *Every 2nd Tues: ‘Anointing of the Sick’ Mass 

- Helen Pickard (210-264-5364) 
 

11:15 Bible Study “Salvation History” with Dan Dúet - Chapel 
 

7:00pm ‘Ministerio Católico Carismático, La Barca de Pedro’ - Chapel 
- Sandra/Francisco Gonzalez (210-778-4718) 
 

Wednesday/Miércoles 

10:00 Intercessory Group - Chapel 
 

7:00pm ‘Tree of Life Prayer Group’ (Bilingual) 
   *Every 1st Wed: Healing Mass at 7:00 pm 

- Eleanor Huron (210-432-1509) 

 

Thursday/Jueves 

10:00am ‘Sala Alta Prayer Group’  
   *Every 2nd Thurs: Mass at 10:00am 

- Mercy SiFuentes (210-260-6081) / José Rodriguez (210-589-5173) 

 

Friday/Viernes 

10:00-11:00am ‘Miracle Hour’ - CCCR Chapel 
11:00am Healing Mass at St. Henry’s, next to CCR Center (Bilingual) 
- Laura Montoya (210-237-9826) 

 

 7:30-9:30pm ‘Mountains of Praise’ Prayer Group (All ages welcome.) 

- Russell and Bernadette Cantú (210-878-5268/210-878-5072) 

 

Saturday/Sabado 

10am-12pm ‘Divine Mercy Reigns’ Prayer Group - Chapel 
   Every 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month 

- Lee and Yolanda Hohmann (210-602-3571) 

 

For all other prayer groups please go to our website: 
www.cccrsa.net 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our 

protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince 

of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell 

Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 
 

O San Miguel, Arcangel defiendenos en la batalla. Se nuestra 

proteccion contra el mal y las trampas del Diablo; 

umildemente te rogamos que Dios los reprenda. O Principe 

Celestial de la Santa Hostia, que con la ayuda de Dios eches 

a Satanas al infierno y a los espiritus que vagan por el 

mundo para arruinar las almas. Amén. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
  

The Mission of the Charisletter is to serve and be a voice for the Catholic 
Center for Charismatic Renewal whose mission is to highlight the role of the 
Holy Spirit in the Archdiocese of San Antonio. We do this by describing 
upcoming events and publishing articles that will instruct and inspire the 
faithful for a more intimate relationship with the Holy Spirit. We emphasize 
the importance of: 
  

 U  Understanding the charisms of the Holy Spirit (spiritual gifts). 
  

 N  Needing to create a lifestyle exemplified by the use of the charisms. 
  

 I     Initiating and promoting efforts within the church to understand              
         the use of charisms as an essential aspect of the life of the church. 
  

 T   Teaching the faithful about the charismatic foundations of Catholicism. 
  

 Y   Yielding to the Holy Spirit who creates a culture of unity through               
         obedience rooted in love. 

Because of YOUR generosity we are continuing to 
upgrade our CCCR Home.  

 

 

Bathroom renovations - completed! 
 

New, energy-efficient windows throughout the 
building - completed! 

 

Electrical repairs - completed! 
 

Chapel renovation - nearly completed! 
 

The Upper Room - Phase I (multi-media enabled) 
is now complete!!! 

 

Converting the lights to LED - ongoing 
 

Next up: the ROOF!!!! 
 

Please consider a tax-deductible donation to 
help us continue these needed repairs. 

 

Checks made out to: CCCR 

1707 S. Flores St., San Antonio, 78204 

Helpful Numbers: 
  

CCCR-Youth Office: (210) 226-7070 
  

Chariscenter USA: 1-800-338-2445, 
Website:www.nsc-chariscenter.org 

  

For General Catholic Information: 
Archdiocese of San Antonio: (210) 734-2620 

Bookstore Hours 

M, W Th, F  9:30 - 2:00 (Tuesday 9:30 - 1:00) 

L, Mi, J, V 9:30 - 2:00 (Martes 9:30 - 1:00) 


